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made a substantial contribution to Indian culture by the
variety and depth of her social and religious culture and
by the high degree of achievement in the realisation of
social ideals and the cultivation of social virtues.

CHAPTER  XI
We have so far attempted a study of the political
and socio-religious culture of Karnataka with a vitew to
assessing its contribution to Indian culture. The next aspect
of our study, as indicated before, is the aesthetic tradition
and culture of historical Karnataka. It comprises all the
fine arts, from architecture and sculpture to literature and
music. In general, it may be said without fear of contra-
dication that aesthetic sensibility is a very marked
feature of the cultural personality of the Kannadigas.
Their love of the beautiful has sought expression in many
forms of art. At the same time, it should be remembered
that the art of the Kannadiga has been generally made
to subserve the highest ends of life, laid down in his religion
and philosophy. The beauty of this blending of art and
life lies in the fact that neither is subordinated to nor
debased by the other.
Taking up architecture and sculpture* we find that
in the opinion of great authorities on the subject, Kar-
nataka has made an undoubted contribution not merely
to Indian art but to the art of the world. Admittedly, it
lias produced original styles of architecture and modes of
sculpture. In the very early period, there might have been
a few temples like the one at Banavasi, but it seems to as